
lim carey stars as count olaf. overa
million feet oJ film was shot for sr,tket
on stag€s at Paramount and ata Downeyi

consoles arrived. In theater, once a
show is put together, c.hanges are rarely
made to the lighring schematic. But
lightingin filn can change in a manet
ofninures, and the lighring progtam-
mer, who mur execute the demmds
innediately, neds to be well equipped.

Bames uses the V/holehog III. a lighr-
ing console Iiom London-ba$d Flying
Pig S)rrens! in facr, h€ says that piece of
gear is what got him hired on the pro-
ducrion, which ued nore thd 6i00
dimmers. "The \I4o1ehog III is the oniy
board out rhere that could hardle the
lighnng demnds of Lmony 9 a:he
says. "The nost I ever had to deal with
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before was 1300 dimmers. N*er eve!
ser have I gorten inio anyrhing over
1500 dinmets lntil Lmo,r Snictut."

Building a Slage
From S('atch
DP Lubezki, whose credirs include
Sleepy Hollou, Ali, The Cdt ih the Hat
nd Y Tu Mand Tanbiln, started ta],k-
ing with rhe electricians during pre-
production to addres the challenge of
the Downey warehouse. 

"There was
norhing in rhat warehouse when we
anived," Lubezki says. 

"Ve had to
build r place where we could shoot a
movie, and that was honible wotk."

Lubezki descibes large sets thatwere
"slighdy overbuilt for the amount of
space in those stages.Thk cteared a sit-
uation rhat wd very hard io light." But
Lubezki says he turned rhe size ofthe
stages rc his aduntage. 

"Spaces create
rheir own limiutions which, in turn,
create rhe look of a novie," he says.
"No matter how much planning or how
nuch you re tued on givingyour movie
a specific look, rhelinitations ofspace
and time and rhe height ofthe canera
ard the gpe of lens you re using is whar
really cate a givo sryle."

Documenting the
Act of Lighting
Lubezki has documented his work with
conprehensive lighring plots since fi1m
school. They derail rhe placenent of
rhe actors in relation to the set and to
rhe canera, as well r the film rype aad
lens ued. They indicate whether the
canera is on a dolly or a Techno Crane
and document wery lighting source,
including the percentage capaciry ar
which rhatsource is turned on, as well
as any gels, diftusion, scrims,.and nets
involved. Suspended lights are disrin-
guished if they are hanging fron a
trus. lf overhead space lights are


